
How To Change The World For The Better
An idea to improve the economy of the UK and Potentially the world

The United Kingdom is in trouble. Economically, militarily, agriculturally and sociologically. We all 
know lots of things need to be done, many services need to be improved and, in the case of any real 
country-wide disaster, weak to the point of irresponsibility.

I think there is a solution.

First, however, I will list and describe the problems we face, and some of the instances partial 
solutions have eased problems, elsewhere.

The Problems

1) The United Kingdom has, at present, little or no 'food security'. By this I mean that should 
imports cease, we do not have the capability to grow our own food, at least in quantities 
great enough to feed the entire population. Some experts in agriculture claim that we could 
only grow 24% of the food we would need. This makes us vulnerable as a country. Other 
countries, such as the USA, France, China and most of Scandinavia have food security, 
giving them an enormous strategic and economic advantage over us.

2) We have very high unemployment. 2.3million at the last count. This is not only bad for the 
economy, but bad for the social morale of the entire UK. Hopelessness makes a country 
extremely fragile, in case of catastrophic events. There are few countries in the world that 
have solved this, but historically, the last time we had full employment was during the 
Second World War, and in the post war years, due to losses and increased need for industry 
during that terrible event.

3) We have little in the way of manufacturing left to us. The UK is a country of service 
industries. We hardly ever see anything marked 'made in the UK' any more, and this has 
crept up on us since the 1970's. Other countries, such as the US and China are capable of 
manufacturing pretty much anything they need. Again, in the event of the UK being unable 
to import manufactured goods, we would be in extremely poor shape.

4) All the industry we have is largely centralised in large factories. This is bad for two reasons. 
First, a large corporation, realising that a big factory will make a big difference to an areas 
local economy, can pretty much dictate terms of taxation and employee pay to government. 
Secondly, large factories are not only easy to target by terrorists and in time of war, but do 
quite a bit of environmental damage to the local area, given that they can demand 
concessions from local government, or they will transfer to an area that will tolerate their 
ecological indiscretions.

5) We are not energy independent, either. Energy, especially in times of economic or political 
crisis is vital, and even reserves will quickly run out in a state of emergency. Again larger 
countries like the USA, China and Russia go to great lengths to secure stockpiles of fossil 
fuels and have large areas of their countries where such fuel is produced. We do not.



6) We are extremely wasteful of the resources we do have. Huge amounts of metal, wood, 
paper, fabrics and other expensive resources are continually discarded and used to ruin our 
country as landfill. Since the Second World War we have become a disposable society.

7) Our children are becoming more and more poorly educated, motivated and unable to solve 
problems. Most countries are finding this, with the possible exceptions of Japan and India.

8) We are in the middle of a housing crisis. House sales also form the backbone of our 
economy, many people expect to make a profit on buying and selling their homes and can 
become dangerously over stretched financially whenever the housing market hits a 
recession, adding to the impact of that recession. Housing is also very expensive for local 
councils to provide and it's astronomical cost can sometimes be a factor in people on 
benefits being reluctant to return to work.

9) Our military and security forces are grossly under strength, the current plan to downsize the 
regular army to around 85,000 men leaves us vulnerable in time of any actual war, hugely 
dependent on our allies for support. Military experts have long been claiming that our 
military would be unable to even retake the Falkland Islands if they were invaded by 
Argentina today. This, again, makes us politically vulnerable.

The above problems dog the policies and shape the means of discord in political, military, and 
economic spheres, making our country sluggish and eroding any economic growth and pushing the 
UK further and further down the list of economically viable countries. All we seem to be able to 
pass onto our descendants, at this point, seems to be an eroding infrastructure and debt. Morale and 
international standing (and therefore any chance at patriotism) are at an all time low. Although they 
do little real damage, mass protests are more common with people protesting about the problems 
apparent in the UK today. If there were some kind of ecologically economic way to reverse the 
entropy, less people would feel inclined to protest about the economy, politics or the environment.

I have an Idea that would not only put the UK back to work, but also revive our economy, make us 
more food and energy independent, educate our children more effectively and give us a pool of 
people available for civil defence, should the need arise.



The Solution
The Eco-Community

I propose that we build a series of small-holdings that are energy and resource independent that will 
provide housing, food, employment, education and energy.

One person in a pre-fabricated eco-home, fitted with solar panels, insulation and water treatment 
facilities could easily farm a ¾ acre plot, that would provide not only their food needs, but a healthy 
surplus that could be sold to local businesses and local government institutions. The actual farming 
of this land would require no more than a couple of hours per day to maintain it, provided that it 
was correctly set up. 

Vegetables, chickens, goats, pigs and bees can easily be raised by someone with very little training. 
Indeed, many people see such small scale agriculture as a hobby. It would take only a pooling of 
knowledge amongst, say, 10 such people to keep a community going and showing a healthy surplus.
Such people would then have time to be trained to do all sorts of jobs in their local community that 
require only part time workers, or help during a time of emergency. Such services could include:

• Fire fighters
• Soldiers
• Emergency medical crews
• Ambulance drivers
• Road gritting
• Flood response
• Crossing guards
• Lifeboat crews
• Council grounds keepers
• Teaching assistants

...and probably many more roles I currently can't conceive of!

So, our 'eco-dweller' has food they have grown, electricity from solar panels, or wind turbines, uses 
less water and requires no housing benefit and is a useful member of the community. They will also 
act as a resource in times where the import of food is more difficult and if they are in paid 
employment, contribute to the tax system.

If you have an area of 10 acres, with 10 eco-homes on them you could also supply the community 
with a few workshops, outbuildings and a social centre to bind the community together. 

The workshops would allow for light industry, and people to tinker with inventions that could, one 
day become products for domestic use as well as export. In my opinion, the UK has not been at the 
forefront of invention for some time, and when we were it was individuals, not companies that 
tended to invent those things that were world changing.

The community centre would provide a much needed focus for ideas, socialisation and information, 
making the small community a cohesive entity.

Sounds expensive, right?

Wrong.



The Solution Part 2
How to build your eco community dirt cheap

• Take one small parcel of land that is currently unused and preferably already owned, or 
capable of being acquired cheaply by a local council. Say, for the purposes of example, 5 
acres of scrub land.

• Take 6 second hand or surplus 20 or 30 foot cargo containers. 4 for eco homes, the 
remaining 2 for a workshop and a community office.

• Build 4 eco homes by:
•  burying the cargo containers on all but the south-facing side, creating several small 

man made hills.
• Putting 2 or 3 solar panels on the roof
• Cut holes for standard double glazed windows and doors in the south side
• line the cargo container with loft insulation and then with tongue and groove pine 

slats to create a warm box with a bedroom, bathroom and living/cooking area.
• Add water/internet and electrical systems
• install a wood burning or solid fuel stove.
• lay out gardening and livestock plots

• Do the same for the office and workshop
• Find the RIGHT people

The people are the real key to this idea and great care should be taken to choose individuals that 
could make this work. At least initially. These people need to be motivated and capable of learning a 
whole slew of new ideas and concepts, as well as being able to work as a team to prove the viability 
of the project.

If you add in a supportive member of local government to act as liaison officer to the eco 
community, success would be assured. Over time, if the idea were to prove popular, you could 
educate children at school about this alternative to a conventional lifestyle and its popularity would 
grow.

But back to our example 'village'.

With support from the local government, the village could make use of materials that would 
otherwise be destroyed or go to local landfill such as:

• timber
• rubber from discarded tyres
• discarded furniture
• discarded, but repairable consumer goods, such as bicycles, computers, refrigerators etc
• usable or repairable tools

As people became adept at recycling, the list of recoverable resources could go on and on. If local 
councils were amenable to a representative from the community collecting discarded items and 
reusing them, such items could be repaired and sold in a local community shop. Alternatively, they 
could be repaired and pressed into service for the community, creating the possibilities of numerous 
small businesses.



Such small, scalable businesses could include:

• Computer and electrical repair and sales
• Bicycle repair and sales.
• Wind turbine construction (a bicycle gearing system and back wheel is an excellent basis for 

a wind turbine).
• Tyres recycled into sandals, shingles and planters for vegetables and compost bins
• A community produce shop.
• Holidays for people interested in a more ecologically sound way of life.
• Art, Music and sculpture could be produced and sold.
• Eco homes could be constructed on site and easily shipped to other parts of the country or 

even sold overseas.
• If there is space, oil rich vegetables could be grown and bio-diesel easily produced.

Again the list is only limited by resources and imagination.

In addition, small scale agriculture and light engineering would greatly benefit from the experience 
of retired people, ensuring that their skills and knowledge could be made use of and not thrown 
away in nursing homes.

Whilst the eco village is being constructed and people are settling in, it would be helpful if people 
(if currently unemployed) continued to pay no council tax and continued to receive some sort of 
benefit to pay for some materials and food, but as these people found employment either as they 
were employed by the local council or created their own businesses this benefit could be halted. 

It would be an extra incentive to such volunteers if eco homes attracted little or no community 
charge.

If you can get one such community to work, given how little it would take to set it up (one eco 
village would cost less to build than a single council home). Then other local councils could take 
the successful 'blueprint' and recreate the environment all over the country. This would make the 
UK a far more self sufficient place that it is today. Advantages would include, but not be limited to:

• Greater food security
• More independent people
• Double the number of available jobs (people would be able to work part time and still enjoy 

a good life style)
• Better recycling
• Lower benefit payments (less housing benefits, less people on job seekers allowance etc)
• Less resources needed per person
• Lower energy usage
• 3 years of hands on experience could be considered to be the equivalent of a university 

course, giving a student a wide range of hands on experience
• A pool of people who would have the time to be trained to help in emergency situations 

(training could be rewarded with a small stipend, comparable to that of the current 
Territorial Army- negating the need to pay benefits, such as Job Seekers Allowance).

• Those people growing their own organic food will be better nourished.
• Alleviation of housing problems
• A better, more socially responsible outlook from those people living a more environmentally 

friendly lifestyle.



Finally...

• If you exported this system of living, people in poorer countries, as well as the poor 
from nominally wealthier countries, could quickly become self sufficient in a way that 
mere handouts cannot achieve, creating greater political and economic security for the 
entire planet.

In Short, It has to be worth trying.


